
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1 62 Journal of American Folk-Lore. 

with the dust and fatigue, would do for them. From the beginning they 
chanted to a monotonous tune the words : — 

" Father, I come ! 
Mother, I come ! 
Brother, I come ! 
Father, give us back our arrows ! " 

As a result of this dance over one hundred persons remained on the 
ground, lying in an unconscious condition. The dancers then stopped, 
seating themselves in a circle, and as each person recovered from his swoon 
he was brought forward and told to relate his experience. The performance 
was repeated three times a day, accompanied by fasting and ablutions, 
those who united in the dance being required to bathe every morning. 

Dance among the Iowas. — A correspondent of the " New York Tri- 
bune," writing from Guthrie, Oklahoma, January 11, 1891, describes a 
dance among the Iowas. This tribe had been visited by Sioux runners, 
and the solemn character of the ceremony seemed to indicate a religious 
motive similar to the ghost dance. However, in this case, the dancers 
were made up and moved in a manner to represent the buffalo, bear, ponies, 
etc. The squaws did not dance, but peeped from the tepees. For five 
hours the drum was heard, and at the close of the ceremony only three men 
could make the circle without falling, while at last even these succumbed. 

The " Messiah Craze." — Several accounts printed in newspapers cor- 
respond to the statement of Lieutenant Phister, elsewhere noticed, that the 
Messiah was to be found in Nevada. According to a narration attributed 
to Sitting Bull, since slain, which went the rounds of the press, that chief 
is represented to have recounted the manner in which a hunting party fol- 
lowed a star, which guided them to a grotto in a mountain wilderness, 
which opened and revealed to them the deliverer. 

Imposture, of course, played a part in the movement. Thus an Indian 
is said to have arrived in Washington Territory, coming by train, who al- 
leged that he had been brought back to life by the Messiah (" Walla- Walla 
Journal," January 9th). The Kiowas are stated to have sent a messenger to 
Nevada, whither it was supposed the Messiah had fled. This messenger 
found the person he sought in a small camp, and approached him with 
great awe, expecting to be recognized and addressed in his own tongue ; 
but the professed Messiah asked the other, through a Shoshone interpreter, 
what he desired ; on which the messenger concluded him to be an impos- 
tor, especially as he was not shown the dead relatives whom he expected 
to meet (" Christian Advocate," St. Louis, Mo., March 18, 1891). In this 
case the professed Messiah is said to have been a half-breed named Jack 
Wilson ; but several papers printed descriptions of a Piute named Johnson 
Sides, living near Reno, Nevada, in which the latter is made to figure as a 
claimant to the Messiahship, which he altogether denies. The Chippewas, 
in January, are said to have given up their hostility to the Sioux and joined 
in the dance, though not believing in the coming of a Messiah (" Herald," 
Los Angeles, CaL, January 10, 1891). 
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Among causes of the movement, much stress is laid on the desire of the 
medicine-men to retain their waning power. Bishop Hare, of South 
Dakota, in a public address at Cambridge, Mass., described the whole 
movement as the last effort of the heathen reactionary party. Miss Elaine 
Goodale, of Pine Ridge, in an article in the " Independent," New York, 
has pointed out that only a minority of the Indians at the Pine Ridge 
Agency took part in the hostile demonstrations, while many of the Christian 
Indians at the time were engaged in holding services in the church at the 
Agency, which after the action they converted into a hospital. 

A writer in the "News," Des Moines, Iowa, January 17th, gives the fol- 
lowing example of Messianic superstition, attributed to the Indians of the 
Pacific slope : — 

" It is remembered now that in 1883 the Sanpoels, a small tribe in what 
was then Washington Territory, became greatly agitated over the teachings 
of an old chief who professed to believe that another flood was near at 
hand. He said that the Great Spirit had commanded him to collect tribute 
and build an ark that would outride the waves. His great canoe, one hun- 
dred and twelve by two hundred and eighty-eight feet, is still to be seen 
in an unfinished condition near one of the tributaries of the Columbia." 

A Mexican merchant, visiting Sandusky, Ohio, is represented as stating 
that the remains of the Indian population in Mexico, in the neighborhood 
of the Great Mound at Cholula, are in the habit of holding regular dances, 
in which they mourn over the past and sing of a coming Messiah. — Reg- 
ister, Sandusky, Ohio, January igtA. 

Messianic Excitements among White Americans. — The " New York 
Times," November 30, 1890, contains an article giving an interesting sum- 
mary of recent religious delusions in the United States, which is quite 
sufficient to prove that a considerable unlettered portion of the white pop- 
ulation stands on very nearly the same level as the Indians in respect to 
liability of being affected by such anticipations ; we extract the following 
paragraphs : — 

It was only in the summer of 1888 that one Patterson, of Tennessee, 
went around preaching that a wonderful thing was to happen ; and when 
he thought the times were ripe he declared that the second advent of Christ 
had come, in the person of A. J. Brown, who had served as Patterson's 
assistant. These two fanatics secured a large following as they went forth 
preaching their new doctrine, promising to forgive sins and heal all dis- 
eases. It was finally announced that Brown must go up into the moun- 
tains and fast for forty days and nights in order that he might be fittingly 
prepared for the mission intrusted to his hands. He suddenly disappeared, 
and nothing was seen of him for many days. When the prescribed period 
had passed, on a Sabbath morning in June, his followers went out toward 
the hills and suddenly he appeared before them clothed in white, with his 
hands uplifted. A great shout went up and the people rushed toward him, 



